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March 25, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee                has approved $7 million for initiatives in North Worcester County                as part of the reauthorization of the six-year Building Efficient                Surface Transportation Equity Act (BESTEA).              

BESTEA builds upon the successes of the Intermodal Surface Transportation                Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991. The Act is a six-year funding bill                for the nation's highways, bridges, mass transit systems and bicycle                pathways.              

$4 Million Route 2 Safety Improvements

These funds will allow long-term safety improvements to the 30                mile, two-lane Route 2 highway between Philipston and Greenfield.                This highway renovation includes shoulder widening, new passing                and climbing lanes, adding shoulder rumble strips, and roadway realignment                to reduce vertical and horizontal curves.              

"This money will begin the design work to make Route 2 a safer                and more efficient road that is of ever-increasing importance to                the economy of western and central Massachusetts. At the same time,                we must be prepared to handle the increased truck traffic to ensure                that the road is safer for area residents who travel this road everyday,"                Olver said.              

$2 Million Study on Access to Downtown Fitchburg 

This funding will provide for the preliminary engineering work                needed for the design and eventual construction for easier access                to downtown Fitchburg from Route 2. The three communities of Fitchburg,                Leominster, and Lunenburg will participate in identifying major                concerns, recommendations, cost estimates, and implementation plans.              

Rep. Olver said, "I understand the crucial need for improving access                to downtown Fitchburg. We've got to do all we can to make Fitchburg                attractive to new businesses and this funding will allow that process                to begin. A new connector will require major engineering and environmental                work and will be costly. This funding will allow the planning to                begin to determine what the best alternatives are."              

$1 Million Improvements to North Street

The North Street Corridor Project would provide an enhanced pedestrian                and bicycle corridor between Fitchburg State College and the new                Intermodal Transportation Station on Main street. The funds would                make improvements from Green Street to Pearl Street and Fitchburg                State College along North Street and will include relocation of                utilities underground, replacement of water and sewer lines, new                curbing and sidewalks, and landscaping improvements.              

"North Street in many ways, represents the future of Fitchburg.                There's a strong commitment and spirit within the community to restore                and rebuild Fitchburg and the enhancement of North Street is a big                part of that effort. I'm glad that this money will help put the                construction on a fast track,"Olver said.              
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The Senate has already passed its version of the highway bill (known                as ISTEA II), and the full House is expected to vote on the Transportation                and Infrastructure Committee's bill next week. Once the House passes                its bill, a House-Senate conference committee will need to work                out the differences between the two versions. The President is expected                to sign the final measure later this spring.              

Congressman Olver serves on the House Transportation Appropriations                Subcommittee, which will be responsible for some of the annual funding                distributions under the six-year BESTEA/ ISTEA II plan.             

                 ###                             
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